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The New Hartford Board of Educa-
tion (BOE) will hold a Special Meeting 
on Tuesday, January 6 with the goal of 
soliciting public input on the possible 
closure of the Bakerville School.

At its November 4 meeting, the BOE  
members were briefed by its Long  
Range Planning Committee on their 

discussion of the draft findings of the 
Consolidation Committee which had 
met from November 2012 through June 
2013. That Consolidation Committee 
was made up of representatives from 
the Boards of Selectmen, Finance and 
Ed as well as representatives of other 
constituents in town. After completing 
its analysis, the Consolidation Com-

mittee had found that there were no 
significant financial gains to be realized 
by closing the Bakerville School at that 
point in time.

With student enrollment continuing 
to decline, the Long Range Planning 
committee feels it’s an appropriate time 
to reconsider closing the elementary 

Closing Bakerville School: Public input sought
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Where’s Wallace?  To borrow an 
intro line from the playful children’s 
book character Waldo seems appropri-
ate for catching up with Carol Wal-
lace, arguably one of the Northwest 
Corner’s most widely-travelled artists.  
We recently interviewed Wallace by 
phone. She had just returned from 
another adventure, a road trip along 
historic Route 66. 

Carol Wallace gained national 
prominence in 1997 for introducing 
her “Preserve America” art series that 
helps to celebrate over 400 historic 
buildings and sites, most listed on the 
National Registry of Historic Places.  
Her watercolors and pen-and-
ink sketches appear on 
stationery, 
book jackets, 
calendars and 
promotional 
items.  That 
project had its 
roots in a trip to 
Vermont in 1995, 
where she over-
heard concerns that 
small, local country 
stores were losing 
business to major 
chain stores and might 
disappear altogether.  
She responded by part-
nering with her friend, 
the poet Jean Sands of Harwinton, to 
create a poster featuring 30 Vermont 
country stores. It was introduced by 
Governor Howard Dean and hung in 
every library and school in that state.

Wallace remembers, “I went 20 
times to Vermont, back and forth.  
Business was done as a collabora-
tive thing — on a handshake.”  This 

work ethic felt 
comfortable for 
the Barkhamsted 
resident who had 
grown up in a 
small village in 
rural Bucks Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania.

Her horizons 
have expanded 
now to include 
“Gatekeepers of 
History” — peo-
ple who have pre-
served some iconic 
aspect of Ameri-
cana.  She takes 
her own photos,  
then writes and 
paints their 
stories.  She 
says, “When 
I went down 
Route 66 I 
had people 
lined up to 
interview.” 

But her 
recent exploration has also 
turned inward in an alto-
gether different direction.  

Unafraid to try new mediums 
of expression, in 2012 Carol wrote and 
illustrated a children’s e-book with 
20 full-color illustrations, “Daisy’ s 
Reality Show Adventure.”  The star of 
the book is “a multi-talented rat terrier 
who goes on the reality show circuit.  
She lives in an all-animal world and 
starts in humble beginnings…but her 
wonderful voice sends her to Ameri-
can Howler.”

Daisy is partly based upon a boxer 

owned by Wal-
lace’s son, Rick.  
The boxer’s face 
morphs into an-
other character in 
the book, the film-
maker, Michael 
“Puggy” Pugnose.  
Other reality show 
notables appear 
thinly — and 
humorously — 
disguised as dogs.  
You can see the 
promo at daisy-
dogenterprises.
com.  It features 
a “booming” 
voiceover by New 
Hartford resident, 
Greg O’Brien.  
O’Brien is a voice 
actor employed at 
ESPN. 

Wallace says, 
“It’s satirical for 
young adults…this 
is a statement of 

mine on Americana.  I feel something 
had to be said about both Americana 
and reality shows.  When I wrote the 
book I watched (lots of) reality shows.  
I learned a lot. It was extremely tough 
writing and illustrating a book, harder 
than other work I’ve done.”

This e-book then formed the back-
bone of a richly illustrated 86-page 
printed novella. Wallace launched the 
hardcover book at two events along her 
Route 66 trip in late September.  She 
did a book signing at Angel Delgadil-
lo’s Gift Shop and Barbershop Muse-
um in Seligman, Arizona, and again at 

Where’s Wallace? An artist’s journey from watercolors to e-books 
Pink’s Hot Dogs in Hollywood, famous 
for its long history of serving hot dogs 
to celebrities. In the book, Daisy visits 
Pink’s and Gloria Pink will be one of 
the Gatekeepers of History featured 
in its own page of Wallace’s website, 
preserveamerica.com.

Wallace has lived since 1968 near 
the New Hartford/Barkhamsted town 
line with her husband, Rick Wallace, 
an attorney.  In addition to the Route 
66 gambit, in this past year she has 
traveled to Beijing, Thailand, and 
Ha-Long Bay in the Gulf of Tonkin.  
She and Rick also went cross-country 
on the Zephyr and drove up the west 
coast.  All nourishment for her endless 
curiosity and creativity.

The poster of Vermont country stores that 
inspired Carol Wallace’s Preserve America 
project.

Carol Wallace (left) displays an illustra-
tion and her new book, “Daisy’s Reality 
Show Adventure,” with Gloria Pink at 
Pink’s Hot Dogs in Hollywood.

The Ragbirds lit the house on fire as they 
played original music on a multitude of instruments. It was a treat to sit and listen 
to their music - and yes, even to rock in a public library!
Can this group be bettered this season?  With two concerts down and four more to 
go, it’s hard to say. You’re just going to have to go to the concerts and find out for 
yourself.  Chances are you’ll find yourself rocking to a new, favorite band.  
In the photos above (left to right) Zindle Moore on the violin, the Ragbirds; on the 
right, Daniel Champagne, an Australian performer opened for the group.

Out & About: Rocking with the Ragbirds at the Beekley
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A motorist in mechanical difficulty on a dirt road somewhere in New Hartford in 1915.

A detail from the1913 Barkhamsted Annu-
al Town Report shows wages paid for work 
on a town road.

Historical Notes: 

Town roads: A complex reflection of present and past
Anne C. Hall

We often think of roads as static and 
unchanging; however, the history of 
roads is a complex reflection of each 
generation’s approach to the eternal 
problems of communication and move-
ment. In Connecticut, some of the roads 
we travel date back to the colonial era; 
but a remarkable number were either 
built or entirely rebuilt in the twentieth 
century. Great works of public infra-
structure are one of the great achieve-
ments of the last century; inextricably 
linked to these physical creations is 
the development of the bureaucracies 
aimed at overseeing such work.

The Connecticut Highway Depart-
ment was established 1895, shortly 
after Massachusetts (established in 
1893 and the first such department), 
New Jersey, Vermont, and Califor-
nia. Remarkably, the call for state 
highway departments and the overall 
improvement of the roads was driven 
primarily by avid bicyclists, not by the 
invention of the automobile; although 
by 1900 it was apparent that the au-
tomobile would benefit from smooth 
hard roads as much as the bicycle. It 
was also in 1900 that the ambition of 
Connecticut’s highway department 
was revealed, with the first call for a 
state administered system of roads; a 
system we now take for granted. This 
plan gained momentum in 1913 with 
a plan for six trunk roads. One of the 
originally planned trunk roads was 
known as Number 5; today it is Route 
8 north to Winsted and then Route 44 
to Canaan and Route 7 to New York.

In the 1920’s Connecticut began 
to develop a state-wide system of 
numbers and improvements. Some 
of these new state and federal roads 
maintained the alignment of the older 
town roads and the private turnpikes, 
others did not. Route 44, for exam-
ple, maintained the old Greenwoods 
Turnpike alignment in New Hartford, 
but in Barkhamsted straightened out a 
number of curves.

As always in northwest Connecti-
cut, during the early twentieth century 
the development of the reservoirs, 
or their planned development, drove 
some of the layouts we know today, 
such as Route 318 in Barkhamsted 
across the Saville Dam. The sections 

of Route 219, 181, and 20 around 
the Compensating and Barkhamsted 
Reservoirs and the relatively recent 
section of Route 202 past the Nepaug 
Reservoir, which was only finished in 
1961, were also tied to the reservoir 
projects.

In the 1930’s, the state greatly 
expanded its operations, renumber-
ing and consolidating many routes: 
included amongst many were Route 
182 and 183 in 1932 and Route 219 
in 1935. Also in 1935, two US high-
ways were run through northwest 
Connecticut: Route 44 and Route 202, 
primarily to encourage tourism; in 
both instances they took over already 
numbered state roads as well as town 
roads, adding to the confusion of peo-
ple attempting to make sense of old 
maps. US Route 202, for instance, has 
also included sections of CT Routes 
4 and 25, along with portions, but not 
all, of the old CT Route 202, not to be 
confused with US Route 202.

It must be noted that the renum-
bering of state and US routes has 
continued up to this day; the complex 
history of many of the route numbers 
requires dedicated charts and maps, 
well beyond this article’s scope. In 
the last few decades, this renumbering 
has rarely changed the outward ap-
pearance of the roads, but has usually 
been attempt to simplify the various 
overlaps and wiggles.

Although many of the roads were 
either built, or planned before World 
War II, the system of highway de-
partments and the many statutes and 
codes that govern them really devel-
oped after the war. The 1950’s and 
1960’s saw the adoption of standard-
ized engineering practices and began 
to clearly delineate relations, and 
responsibilities, between the various 
organizations involved. The New 
Hartford Town meeting minutes from 
the 1950’s illustrate some of this 
regularization of previously informal 
arrangements.

In 1951 the town authorized the first 
selectmen to negotiate, if possible, 
with the state over who should build, 
maintain, and own the traffic light 
in Pine Meadow. Leaving aside the 
apparent uncertainty of who was re-
sponsible for what property; it is clear 
from the meeting minutes that this 
arrangement needed to be explicitly 
authorized for each particular issue. 
Contrast this to 1959 when another 
town meeting stated that the town 
selectmen were authorized to negoti-
ate and enter into contracts with the 
state highway department, no specific 
project was discussed, simply all con-
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tracts going forward. This reflected a 
genuine change in the culture govern-
ment: moving away from discussing 
all business at town meetings and 
towards authority being delegated to 
standing departments. Partially driven 
by culture, this shift was also driven 
by practicality: the massive increase in 
the activity of both the town and state 
highway departments required stream-
lined procedures.

Similar standardization occurred 
with town roads. In 1956 the town es-
tablished standards for the method of 
construction and the dimensions of all 
new roads that were to be maintained 
for public travel. The assumption was 
also made that these subdivision roads 
would be public roads. This was a far 
cry from the first subdivisions, shortly 
after World War II, where the build-
ers were unsure if the town would be 
willing to take over the duties of road 
maintenance and no building stan-
dards on either the state or town level 
were specified.

Roads exist in a peculiar tension. 
They are the first impression any trav-
eler has of a community and they are 
also used daily by that community. As

Anne Hall, Ph.D. works as an 
historian. You may contact Anne at 
newhartfordplus@gmail.com and 
write ‘History’ in the subject line.

such they make lasting impressions 
on the sub-conscious, shaping how 
people view their own homes, and 
consequently they can be used as po-
litical statements. More than one ruler 
has built a road to demonstrate their 
power. At the same time, changing a 
road or a system of roads is almost 
impossible; traces of the past always 
remain as reminders of other people 
and other travels.


